Temporary observation in emergency medicine.
Modern emergency medicine requires the use of temporary observation (TO) to direct diagnostic and therapeutic decisions. The position of TO in the hospital structure has been well defined in the legal sense, inasmuch as it provides the preparatory stage for the final specialized medical treatment the patient will receive after admission. TO has become indispensable in emergency medicine to provide prompt treatment of critically ill patients and to clarify as rapidly as possible uncertain cases to avoid unnecessary admissions and transfers. To operate effectively, the service of TO must be provided well-trained staff, suitable physical facilities and support services, and access to rapid specialty consultations within the emergency room environment.